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Warning: The Academic Job Market 
Sucks!



Latest Data from 

2024 Job Cycle:

“the market is bad (on 

average, 2 jobs for 

every 3 philosophers) 

but it's not getting 

worse over time.”

Warning: The Academic Job Market Sucks!

https://www.charleslassiter.net/blog  

https://www.charleslassiter.net/blog


2024 Data Collection 

Results: a focus on 

recent graduates
Between 2013 and 2023, “6,408 

graduates earned a PhD in 

philosophy, 41% of which (2,610) 

have found permanent academic 

employment; 33% if we look only 

at the past 5 years (2019–2023).” 

Warning: The Academic Job Market Sucks!

https://apda.ghost.io/2024-data-collection-results-a-focus-on-recent-graduates/



What about the non-academic 

job market after a philosophy 

PhD? "A much smaller 

proportion [of philosophy Ph.D. 

grads between 2013-2023], 12%, 

has had employment outside of 

academia, with another 10% of 

unknown status or unemployed." 

But non-academic employment 

is closer to 20% post-pandemic.

Warning: The Academic Job Market Sucks!

https://apda.ghost.io/2024-data-collection-results-a-focus-on-recent-graduates/



Grad School Application Components



1. Strictly Enforced Deadlines

a. University Graduate Schools typically set deadlines 

independently of philosophy departments, leaving no 

room for negotiating late submissions

2. School Application Form(s) + Application Fees $$

3. Curriculum Vitae (CV) / Academic Resume

a. look at current grad student examples online; emulate 

strong examples

Grad School Application Components



4. Statement of Interest 

https://www.usu.edu/career-design-center/students/resourc

es-by-college/grad-school 

5. Writing Sample

a. Not just your best existing class essay; more on this later!

Grad School Application Components

https://www.usu.edu/career-design-center/students/resources-by-college/grad-school
https://www.usu.edu/career-design-center/students/resources-by-college/grad-school


6. 3 Letters of Recommendation

a. Cannot be requested or produced last-minute; more on 

these later too!

7. Graduate Record Exam (GRE)?

a. Not required everywhere

b. Adds another layer of time + expense

8. External Scholarship Applications?

a. Often equivalent work to applying to another school

b. Especially important to consider if applying internationally

Grad School Application Components



Grad School Application Components
For some perspective from the 

admissions committee side of 

applications: Dr. Alex Guerrero 

(Rutgers), “Advice for Applying to PhD 

Programs in Philosophy”

a. https://dailynous.com/2021/10/29/a

dvice-for-applying-to-phd-progra

ms-in-philosophy-guest-post/ 

https://dailynous.com/2021/10/29/advice-for-applying-to-phd-programs-in-philosophy-guest-post/
https://dailynous.com/2021/10/29/advice-for-applying-to-phd-programs-in-philosophy-guest-post/
https://dailynous.com/2021/10/29/advice-for-applying-to-phd-programs-in-philosophy-guest-post/


The Ideal Application Timeline



1. Applications typically due early in the new year

a. Some exceptions (e.g., applying internationally)

2. Decisions often start to be communicated mid-March

a. Applicants may obsess over this news through GradCafe: 

https://forum.thegradcafe.com/forum/40-philosophy/

The Ideal Application Timeline

https://forum.thegradcafe.com/forum/40-philosophy/


3. Decisions across most programs 

finalized by April 15; waitlisted 

candidates often notified later

4. USU's Career Design Center advises 

you begin planning applications at 

least 1 year in advance of applying: 

https://www.usu.edu/career-design-ce

nter/files/students/Grad-School-Timeli

ne.pdf 

The Ideal Application Timeline

https://www.usu.edu/career-design-center/files/students/Grad-School-Timeline.pdf
https://www.usu.edu/career-design-center/files/students/Grad-School-Timeline.pdf
https://www.usu.edu/career-design-center/files/students/Grad-School-Timeline.pdf


Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to Apply



Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to 
Apply1. Fit: ideally, you want:

a. Several faculty working on things you want to study =

several candidate dissertation supervisors / committee 

members 

b. More advanced students working 

on topics you find interesting, etc.

c. Search by specialty / sub-discipline: 

https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/breakdown-of-pro

grams-by-specialties/ or https://gradguide.apaonline.org/

https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/breakdown-of-programs-by-specialties/
https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/breakdown-of-programs-by-specialties/
https://gradguide.apaonline.org/


Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to 
Apply2. Funding Package evaluated against local Cost of Living

a. Unless you're independently wealthy, don't go into debt for 

graduate school in philosophy

b. Tuition remission is standard; if a program cannot offer this, 

that's a red flag! (minimal student fees are no cause for 

alarm)



Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to 
Apply2. Funding Package evaluated against local Cost of Living

c. Additional funding to cover living expenses is also standard

i. Fellowships: usually require no labor from grad student

ii. Graduate/Teaching Assistantships: compensation for 

grading/teaching

iii. External Scholarships: usually require no labor

d. Some funding is only partial, so research carefully and 

compare the cost of living there to that of Logan



Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to 
Apply3. Placement Record of (Especially Recent) Graduates: 

a. Academic Philosophy & Data Analysis (APDA) Project

https://www.philosophydata.org/ | APDA Dashboard

https://www.philosophydata.org/
https://lookerstudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/d0e72e02-3e03-4a95-b41b-a24aa6524529/page/6zXD?ref=apda.ghost.io


Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to 
Apply4. Reputational Ranking of Department:

a. Philosophical Gourmet Report (PGR): 

https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/overall-rankings/ 

 

b. QS World Rankings: 

https://www.topuniversities.com/university-subject-ranking

s/philosophy  

https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/overall-rankings/
https://www.topuniversities.com/university-subject-rankings/philosophy
https://www.topuniversities.com/university-subject-rankings/philosophy


Factors to Weigh in Choosing Where to 
Apply5. Proximity to your support system

6. Climate for grad students

a. Do current grad students seem happy in the program?

b. https://dailynous.com/2024/10/08/grad-program-data-clima

te-mental-health-employment-demographics/ 

https://dailynous.com/2024/10/08/grad-program-data-climate-mental-health-employment-demographics/
https://dailynous.com/2024/10/08/grad-program-data-climate-mental-health-employment-demographics/


Types of Grad Programs & How Many



Types of Grad Programs

1. Funded Doctoral Programs (PhD or DPhil) 

2. Funded Terminal Master’s Programs (MA or MPhil) likely to 

improve your prospects of acceptance into a Doctorate

a. https://fundedphilma.weebly.com/

b. https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/m-a-programs-in-

philosophy/ 

https://fundedphilma.weebly.com/
https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/m-a-programs-in-philosophy/
https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/m-a-programs-in-philosophy/


Types of Grad Programs: The Master’s

—Brian Leiter, https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/m-a-programs-in-philosophy

https://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/m-a-programs-in-philosophy/


3. Depending on how much $ you can devote to applications, 

consider applying to a range of programs:

a. Dream School(s)

b. Realistic Options

c. “Safety” School(s) you would still happily attend if 

accepted

i. Not wanting to be shut out, some people apply to places 

they really don't want to go, leading to torturous 

deliberations; avoid this if possible

Types of Grad Programs: How Many?



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors



1. Take classes with a wide range of faculty members, so that 

you get to know several well enough to ask them to write you 

a letter or recommendation.

a. Ideally, you want to

request letters no

later than early Fall 

of Senior Year (or the

year you’re applying)

Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

2. Apply to be a UTF to get some experience with what being a 

TA might be like. It also might give you a sense of whether 

teaching/grading work is something you actually like doing.



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

3. If possible, send your work off to undergraduate conferences 

and/or journals:

a. Philevents.org can 

filter for “student 

events only”

b. Check the Undergraduate 

Philosophy Journal Database

http://philevents.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1c2d6ArGotPS0Iu37x8LwlOlxkHK51p9rKyJ9awkW2OY/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1c2d6ArGotPS0Iu37x8LwlOlxkHK51p9rKyJ9awkW2OY/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

4. Your Writing Sample almost certainly cannot be your best 

existing philosophy essay written for a class

a. General Advice For Good 

Philosophical Writing:
https://dailynous.com/2024/01/23/write-philosophy-paper-online-guides/ 

b. Approach a professor early

(e.g., Fall of Junior Year) about 

doing a PHIL 4910 Directed

Reading (e.g., Spring of Junior Year)

to polish a potential writing sample

https://dailynous.com/2024/01/23/write-philosophy-paper-online-guides/


Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

5. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute for 

prospective grad students:

a. The Hamilton College Summer Program in Philosophy 

https://academics.hamilton.edu/philosophysummerschool/home


Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

5. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute for 

prospective grad students:

b. The Colorado Summer Seminar in Philosophy

https://www.colorado.edu/philosophy/events/summer-seminar


Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

5. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute for 

prospective grad students:

c. The many Undergraduate Diversity Institutes in Philosophy, 

including the Philosophy in an Inclusive Key Summer 

Institutes (PIKSI) and several more detailed here:

https://www.apaonline.org/page/diversityinstitutes 

https://www.apaonline.org/page/diversityinstitutes


Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

6. It’s wise to go in with a non-academic back-up plan tailored 

to your interests, skills, connections, etc.

a. Consider developing in-demand skills along the way that 

will help almost anywhere you end up (e.g., data analysis)

b. Consider concurrent programs with other disciplines or 

professions (e.g., J.D./Ph.D. programs)

c. There have probably never been more supports in place for 

helping doctoral students succeed outside academia



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

6. It’s wise to go in with a non-academic back-up plan tailored 

to your interests, skills, connections, etc.

c. …helping doctoral students succeed outside academia
E.g., The American Philosophical Association’s 

Committee for Non-Academic Careers: 

PhDs in philosophy who work outside of academia 

are holding office hours for philosophers 

considering careers outside of academia

https://dailynous.com/?s=non-academic 

https://dailynous.com/2024/08/23/philosophers-in-industry-office-hours/ 

https://dailynous.com/?s=non-academic
https://dailynous.com/2024/08/23/philosophers-in-industry-office-hours/
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 Thank You

&

 Good Luck!


