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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/transcendent-thinking-boosts-teen-brains-in-ways-that-enhance-life/

Philosophy’s Instrumental Value

You’re going to spend your 
entire life experiencing the 
world from inside your head.
 
You may as well make it an 
interesting place to live!



Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual 
Traits

https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26 



The sample includes N = 122,352 students graduating 
from 369 colleges and universities across the United 
States between 2010 and 2019. 

A small proportion of these students major in 
philosophy (1.3%). 413 intended to major in philosophy 
when they arrived on campus freshman year and 1,623 
completed a philosophy major by senior year.

https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26 

Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual 
Traits



https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26 

Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual 
Traits



https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26 

Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual 
Traits



https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26 

Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual 
Traits



https://www.naceweb.org/talent-acquisition/candidate-selection/what-are-employers-looking-for-when-reviewing-college-students-resumes 

Most Sought After Employable Skills



https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/

GMAT Scores By Major (2015)



MCAT Scores By Area of Study (2023)



https://collegelearners.org/medical-school-acceptance-rates-by-major/ 

Med School Admission Rates 
By Area of Study  (2023)



https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/

LSAT Scores By Major (2022)



https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/

GRE 
Scores 
By 
Major 
(2019)



https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/

Average #
Standard
Deviations
From Mean
on the GRE
(2015-18)



https://dailynous.com/2019/01/03/philosophy-majors-make-money-majors-humanities-fiel
d/

Median Earnings by Major
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Philosophy’s Intrinsic Value



● “The unexamined life is not worth living.”
● “Philosophy begins in wonder” - Aristotle
● Asking questions about who we are and how we should live 

our lives
● It is an unavoidable part of being human
● We cannot choose whether we are philosophers: only if we 

are good or bad ones

The Examined Life



● We all, at least implicitly, move towards some goods and 
believe certain things are true or false

● Try picking something you have no reason to choose 
sometime

● Or try believing something that you know is false
● Once you realize it’s impossible to do either of these things, 

it’s impossible not to think about philosophical questions

The Good, the True, and the 
Beautiful



● Why do you believe what you do?
● Why do you make the decisions that you make?
● Why are you here right now?
● What are you looking for out of life?
● How should you treat other people?

The Good, the True, and the 
Beautiful



● There is no aspect of human life that is not touched by 
philosophical questions.  They are the foundation for 
everything else.

● Metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, logic, and aesthetics

Philosophy and Human Life
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Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?
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Program Strengths & Highlights!
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Program Strengths: our thriving Philosophy Club!
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Program Strengths: Philosophy Homecoming Hike!

Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?



Program Strengths: Public-Facing Philosophy

Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?



Program Strengths: AI Ethics Collaboration with CAI & 
Data Analytics

Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?



Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

USU Ethics Bowl Team!



Program Strengths: Vibrant Colloquia Series!
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Program Strengths: Incredible Faculty!
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Program Strengths: Even More Incredible Classmates!

Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?
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Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

1. Consider Registering Philosophy Officially as your First 
Major (simply email andy.gongora@usu.edu), but consider a 
certificate OR second major for enrichment and adaptability



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

2. Apply to be a UTF to make some easy money, get to know 
your philosophy professors better, and gain a sense of 
whether teaching might interest you



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

3. If possible, send your work off to undergraduate conferences 
and/or journals:

a. Philevents.org can 
filter for “student 
events only”

b. Check the Undergraduate 
Philosophy Journal Database



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

4. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute:

a. The Hamilton College Summer Program in Philosophy 
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4. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute:

b. The Colorado Summer Seminar in Philosophy



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

4. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute:

c. The many Undergraduate Diversity Institutes in Philosophy, 
including the Philosophy in an Inclusive Key Summer 
Institutes (PIKSI) and several more detailed here:
https://www.apaonline.org/page/diversityinstitutes 



Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

5. Consider following usuphilosophy.com to stay updated!


