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A Public Service Announcement from the Polis of Athens: Never leave philosophical texts where
they can warp young, impressionable minds. Only YOU can prevent the corrupting influence of
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Talk to your kids about philosophy: philosaphynews.cc
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Philosophy’s Instrumental Value

,2025 | 20 MIN READ
Transcendent Thinking May Boost Teen Brains

A style of teaching that gets adolescents to reflect beyond the here and now

may help their brain grow in ways that enhance life

You're going to spend your

entire life experiencing the

1A
</

world from inside your head.

<N

You may as well make it an

Interesting place to live!

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/transcendent-thinking-boosts-teen-brains-in-ways-that-enhance-life/



Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual

The impact of philosophy education on intellectual traits: An informal report
for the Executive Committee of the American Philosophical Association

Michael Prinzing & Michael Vazquez

Abstract

Philosophers often claim that studying philosophy helps people to become better thinkers. Thanks to a grant from the American Philosophical Association, we were able
to test this claim empirically, using a large sample of students (N = 122,352) graduating from 369 colleges and universities across the United States between 2010 and
2019. We investigated whether philosophy majors show more growth than non-philosophy majors in intellectual traits like open-mindedness and a tendency to think
carefully and thoroughly, as well as more personal forms of growth that might be fostered by philosophical study (e.g., self-understanding). Additionally, although this was
not our primary question, we sought to better understand what students who major in philosophy are like. Specifically, we examined the demographics of philosophy

majors, the other subjects that they tend to study when they double major, and the patterns of adding and dropping of philosophy majors between freshman and senior
year.

https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26
https://philpapers.org/rec/PRISPD
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Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual

Trallllll'é sample includes N = 122,352 students graduating

from 369 colleges and universities across the United

States between 2010 and 2019.

A small proportion of these students major in

philosophy (1.3%). 413 iIntended to major In philosophy

when they arrived on campus freshman year and 1,623

completed a philosophy major by senior year.

https:/philarchive.org/rec/P

RITIO-26
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Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectual

T ® Habits of Mind Pluralistic Orientation
raits

Freshman Senior Freshman Senior
Time

Major -#- Non-Philosophy ~#- Philosophy

Figure 1: Philosophers’ and non-philosopher's levels of Habits of Mind and Pluralistic
Orientation at freshman and senior year. Points and error bars indicate estimated marginal
means and 95% confidence intervals for each group at each point in time.

https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26
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Traits

Integrate skills and knowledge from Look up scientific research Revise your papers to

different sources and experiences articles and resources improve your writing

Seek solutions to problems
and explain them to others

—

Freshman Senior Freshman Senior Freshman Senior

Time

Major Non-Philosophy —e~ Philosophy

Accept mistakes as part . ; Evaluate the quality or reliability
of the learning process Ask questions in class of information you received

Explore topics on your own, even
though it was not required for a class

Seek alternative solutions to a problem

Freshman Senior

Figure 4: Philosophers’ and non-philosophers’ levels for each Habits of Mind item at freshman and senior year. Points and
error bars indicate estimated marginal means and 95% confidence intervals for each group at each point in time.

https://philarchive.org/rec/

RITIO-26
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Philosophy’s Impact on Intellectua

Ability to discuss and negotiate T . . Ability to see the world from Ability to work cooperatively
Ability to manage time effectively someone else's perspective with diverse people

. . . _|, i
Openness to having my Freshman Senior
Critical thinking skills own views challenged olerance of others with different belie

Response

Freshman Senior ‘ Freshman Senior Freshman Senior
Time

Major Non-Philosophy —#- Philosophy

Figure 5: Philosophers’ and non-philosopher's levels for each Pluralistic Orientation item at freshman and senior year.
Points and error bars indicate estimated marginal means and 95% confidence intervals for each group at each point in time.

https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26



https://philarchive.org/rec/PRITIO-26

Check out the Follow-Up Study Too!

Studying Philosophy Does Make People Better
Thinkers

More download options

Michael Prinzing & Michael Vazquez

Journal of the American Philosophical Association:1-19 (forthcoming) ¢ Copy @1BBT:X

Abstract

Many philosophers think that doing philosophy cultivates valuable intellectual abilities and dispositions.
Indeed, this is a premise in a venerable argument for philosophy’s value. Unfortunately, empirical support for
this premise has heretofore been lacking. We provide evidence that philosophical study has such effects.
Using a large dataset (including records from over half a million undergraduates at hundreds of institutions
across the United States), we investigate philosophy students’ performance on verbal and logical reasoning
tests, as well as measures of valuable intellectual dispositions. Results indicate that students with stronger
verbal abilities, and who are more curious, open-minded, and intellectually rigorous, are more likely to study
philosophy. Nonetheless, after accounting for such baseline differences, philosophy majors outperform all
other majors on tests of verbal and logical reasoning and on a measure of valuable habits of mind. This offers
the strongest evidence to date that studying philosophy does indeed make people better thinkers.




Most Sought After Employable Skills

Figure 1
Attributes Employers Seek on a Candidate's Resume

Attribute % of Respondents
Problem-solving skills 3%
Ability to work in a team 81.0%
Communication skills (written) 77 1%
Initiative 3.7%

Strong work ethic

if

3.2%
Communication skills (verbal) 9.3%
7.0%
Analytical/quantitative skills >7

Technical skills

I

o

Flexibility/adaptability

2

Detail-oriented S

Interpersonal skills (relates well to others)
Computer skills
Leadership

Organizational ability

w

Strategic planning skills

0

Tactfulness

1%
ss9%
525%
453%

Friendly/outgoing personality
Entrepreneurial skills/risk-taker

Creativity

ﬁai

Fluency in a foreign language

NA f Source: Job Outlook 2025
- National Association of College and Employers

https://MWww.naceweb.org/talent-acquisition/candidate-selection/what-are-emplovers-looking-for-when-reviewing-college-students-resumes
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GMAT Scores By Major (2015)

Mean GMAT Scores by Major

Physics
Mathemancs
Engineering
Philosophy
Economics
Computing Scence
Chemistry

History
Govermment
slology Saences
WNEUAges

Political Science
English

Finance
Anthropology

Art History
Architecture
Psychology
Medicine/Nursing
International Business
Accounting
Journahsm
Sociology

Hotel Administration
Business tducation
Fine Arts
Management
Agriculture
Marketing
Education

sStatsncs

450 470 190 210 530 250 570

Data ©2014, Profile of GMAT Candidates, 2007-2012. Chart ©2015, philosophy@uno.edu.

https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/




MCAT Scores By Area of Study (2023)




Med School Admission Rates

By Area of Study (2023)

Major Acceptance Rate

Biological Sciences 43%

Humanities 52%

Math and Statistics 52%

Other 42%

Physical Sciences 50%

Social Sciences 43%

Specialized Health Sciences 40%

https://collegelearners.org/medical-school-acceptance-rates-by-major/
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Law School
LSAC , Admission Council

Applicants by Major

LSAT Scores By Major (2022)

Enrollment Year

| 2022

Major Category Major Mean High | Median High Mean Median Applicants | Admitted | % Admitted | Enrolled | % Enrolled J
LSAT LSAT UGPA UGPA
v
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13,693
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3,958

3,672

3,263
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2,900

2,502
2,395

2,000

1,861
1,792

1.639
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3,101

2,840
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All content ©2023 Law School Admission Council, Inc.
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64.2%

8,858
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https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/



GRE
Scores
B

Major
(2019)

Verbal #SD Quant #SD from Writing #SD Writing Total Raw Average #SD
Verbal from mean Quant mean Writing| from mean (Converted) Score from Mean

Physics and Astronomy
Economics] 154 | 045 | 160 | 075 | 38 | 029 | 14467 | 45867 | 050 |

Political Science -E-_
Chemical Engineering

English L d
Literature

Art History, Th
Crmasm

Chemisty] 153 | 033 | 158 | 053 | | o017 | 14533 45633

Foreign Languages and
-0.22 143.33 450.33
Literatures ---------

Bankingand Finance] 151 | 009 | 161 | 08 | 017 [ 14733 459.33
dison| 156 | 068 | 148 | 055 | 41 | oo4 | té2er | 4acer

Anthropol d
EHERCIO0Y 200 156 0.68 149 -0.44 4 0.52 14333 44833 0.26
Archaeology
o Dlolegicaband] 0.33 154 0.10 38 0.29 144,67 451,67 0.24
Biomedical Sciences
Art: Perf d
ool w | ow | w | om v | w | wn | e | o

M O 0 0 O 0
soc.ology o | wer | wser | oo |

Architect d
S 0,03 34 017 14733 45233
Environmental Design
Mechanical Engmeermg -029 14800 45400

Business Administration 150 -O 03 151 -O 22 146 00 447 00

Colmmunication and 003 37 017 14533 444,33 010
Journalism

Electrical Engineering —O 38 158 0 53 —O 52 149 33 454 33 -O 12

Accounting | 017 | 14733 44833

ComphIErand -0.50 -0.52 14933 45133 -0.24
Information Sciences
Social Wor 146.00 438.00

Data based on seniors and non-enrolled college graduates who tested between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2018
s.//www.ets.org/s/are/pdf/gre guide tabled.pdf

Mean and standard deviation data can be found here: https.//www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/gre_guide_tablel1a.pdf

https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/



Average Number of Standard Deviations from the
Mean for the Three Sections of the GRE (2015-2018)

Average #

Standard
Deviations
From Mean
on the GRE
(2015-18)

Data based on seniors and non-enrolled college graduates who tested between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2018
Available here: https://www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/gre_guide_table4.pdf

Mean and standard deviation data available here: https://www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/gre_guide_tablela.pdf
Chart made in October 2019 by tomas.bogardus @pepperdine.edu

https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/




edian Earnings by Major

@ Median Starting Salary 10th 25th ] Median 75th 90th
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https://dailynous.com/2019/01/03/philosophy-majors-make-money-majors-humanities-fiel



Summing Up

Studying Philosophy Is Useless

Except to Scientists, Businesspeople, Attorneys, Physicians, Clergy, Artists, Influencers,

Activists, War Heroes, and Citizens of a Democracy

& BRYAN W. VAN NORDEN
¥ APR 21, 2023

https://bryvanvannorden.substack.com/p/studying-philosophy-is-useless
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Philosophy’s Intrinsic Value

Why does
| philosophy

-.Annnnnd now
you're doing
. philosophy. |




The Examined Life

e 'The unexamined life is not worth living.”

i

e "Philosophy begins in wonder” - Aristotle

e Asking questions about who we are and how we should live
our lives

e |t Isan unavoidable part of being human

e \We cannot choose whether we are philosophers: only if we

are good or bad ones



Philosophy and Human Life

e There is ho aspect of human life that is not touched by
ohilosophical questions. They are the foundation for
everything else.

e Metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, logic, and aesthetics
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Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

rogram Strengths & Highlights! . STUDY
PHILOSOPHY

OUR MIN

Department of
Communication Studies & Philosophy

| | College of Humanities & Social Sciences
0. UtahStateUniversity
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Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

Program Strengths: our thriving Philosophy Club!

FOR THE LOVE OF WISDOM,
DON'T MISS THE

PInilllosoplny Clolb
WVallemme's 1Dy

| Py

Philosophy Club

This club is open to anyone interested in philosopy. Members participate i
atmosphere, promote philosophy in the local community, provide social ac
discussion of all issues in the domain of philosophy.

PHILOSOPHY CLUB

Come for the free food, stay for the philosophical
insights into the nature of love!

[ | College of Humanities & Social Sciences

w_ UtahStateUniversity



https://chass.usu.edu/philosophy/opportunities/philosophy-club

Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

Program Strengths: Philosophy Homecoming Hike!



https://usuphilosophy.com/2024/10/12/2024-philosophy-homecoming-hike-zhuangi-dreams-a-butterfly-in-platos-allegorical-wind-cave/

Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

Program Strengths: Public-Facing Philosophy

Monday,
CELEBRATE April7, 2025
WORLD e
S - Open to the
AL T e PHILOSOPHY DAY
Topic:
Ethics
and
Thur, NOV. 21
Chatbots
Spm-6:15pm
Logan Public Library =Y : Sk W |
Communlty Room B # ‘ g Wi 7 Wi 3 / s \" - YJVE?\E/%ER\I& Location:
‘ e Grounds For Coffee,
*Light refreshments will be provided rgree"fe‘g@“ej_fﬂedu 27 N Main, s Utah
for information
m- - College of Humanities & Social Sciences £ - T e for Ethics, @
u° et Y ol e T' UPi’!S fplczl ib, 'jcl = Tﬁlefge')e"
— Coffee




Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

Program Strengths: Al Ethics Collaboration with CAl &

USU's College of Humanities & Social Sciences Data Analytics
Hosts Conference on Ethics of Al

September 23, 2024

Wanities and So¢cial Sciences Hosts Gonfeteice on the Ethics of Al

IWumanities and S’ml Scienees Hosts Conference on the Ethics of Al

) o
i o w VIDEOS Michael Otteson
MORE VIDEOS % Brittany Gentry S & = , 3 ,
§ — ' - — — (= Assistant Professor, Communication Studies and Philosophy
SIC rofessor, Communication Studies and Philosophy ¢ PP a7 Lo C TV L AN L
2 o ‘ e ;. - -

FLN = N S o



Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

USU Ethics Bowl| Team!
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https://chass.usu.edu/philosophy/opportunities/ethics-bowl
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Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?




Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

Program Strengths: Incredible Faculty!




Why Major in Philosophy @ USU?

Program Strengths: Even More Incredible Classmates!
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Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

1. Consider Registering Philosophy Officially as your First

Major (simply email brendan.lee@usu.edu), but consider a
certificate OR second major for enrichment and adaptability

3
I,
M‘l. “ “M Hh ‘ "W h “‘ Ir(!" 'ff(m il

Brendan Lee

Pthophy, Poll.",'
Cert

College of Human and Social Sci

Academic Advisor, Instructor

+1 435797 3800

brendan.lee@usu.edu


mailto:brendan.lee@usu.edu

Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

2. Apply to be a UTF to make some easy money, get to know
your philosophy professors better, and gain a sense of

whether teaching might interest you




pecific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

. If possible, send your work off to undergraduate conferences

L] . PhilPapers  PhilPeople  PhilArchive ~ PhilEvents  Philjobs ) Sign in
([ ]
Upcoming events ecently adde St - bmitanavent ore
([ ]

Upcoming Events in Philosophy

1. Choose your location: Logan, Utah, United States v

[ )
) I e Ve l . t S O r C a ' I 2. Select your topic areas: All topics ¥
[ ) [ ) 3. Choose the type of even r (35). ~onfer >FPs (9 er dead and CFPs (104) Talk: imilar (20)

4. Fine tune by topic, location, and more:

On your topics (above)? Anywhere v
More general? Select topics first

[
‘ ‘ Otherwise? first
I e r O r S e VenUES: h
u I l Student events

S mat e ) criteria

Conference: Workshop with Nicholas Agar:
Dialogues on Human Enhancement

events only”

E Philosophy Undergraduate Journals and Conferences ¢ & & O - ©lsharcll (v
File Edit View Data Tools Help

Q & @~ 100% v © Viewonly

Name of Journal

b ( : | . ( ! C k | | ' ‘ ! l J I I d ( ! I I a d u a I ( ! A Priori Brown University The Journal encourages Papers no more than 20 pages Early January committed to highlighting the
L submissions addressing topics on work of students from groups

the margins of traditional analytic underrepresented in philosophy
philosophy, including essays on
philosophy of race, philosophy of

gender, and non-Western home
philosophy.
L] Acta Cogita Eastern Michigan Any topic 11-12 page papers no longer than Early fall, late summer http:/iwww.
3 University 4,000 words emuucip.c
om/journal/
Aletheia Texas A&M Any 2000-5000 words in length Mid-October (23 Oct. 2 https://phil
(submissions slightly above or osophy.tam

below this limit are welcome) u Jaleth
Include an approximately
100-word abstract
Include a work citations page
Almagest University of Toronto Must be related to the history and Papers no more than 5,000 words Late January https://ww
philosophy of science (and w.almage
technology) in some form. Papers ournal.

Journals ¥ Conferences Summer Programs ~  Other Events ~



http://philevents.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1c2d6ArGotPS0Iu37x8LwlOlxkHK51p9rKyJ9awkW2OY/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1c2d6ArGotPS0Iu37x8LwlOlxkHK51p9rKyJ9awkW2OY/edit?gid=0#gid=0

Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

4. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute:

a. The Hamilton College Summer Program in Philosophy

SUMMER”PROGRAM IN‘PHILOSQPHY
‘e - o \ o« ‘N( vv,\ )\ ’\A S

Wi LS


https://academics.hamilton.edu/philosophysummerschool/home

Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

4. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute:

b. The Colorado Summer Seminar in Philosophy



https://www.colorado.edu/philosophy/events/summer-seminar

Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

4. Consider attending a philosophy summer institute:

c. The many Undergraduate

Diversity Institutes in

Philosophy,

including the Philosophy in an Inclusive Key Summer

Institutes (PIKSI) and several more detailed here:

https:/Wwww.apaonline.or

age/diversitvinstitutes



https://www.apaonline.org/page/diversityinstitutes

Specific Advice for USU Philosophy Majors

5. Consider following usuphilosophy.com to stay updated!

USUPhilosophy

Happenings in and around the USU Philosophy program

¥

WEBER STATE
UNIVERSITY

Richard Richards
Institute for Ethics

Topic:
Ethics
and
Chatbots

Monday,
April 7, 2025
6:00 pm

Open to the
public!

Location:

Grounds For Coffee,
27 N Main, Logan, Utah

du
Sponsored by: @

The Richard Richards Institute for Ethics,
The Utah State Philosophy Club, The Weber
State Philosophy Club, and Grounds for
Coffee

USU PHILOSOPHY
COLLOQUIA SERIES

DR. RAVI SPECIAL GUEST

DR. MICHAEL

DR. BRITTANY

@ 4:30PM

DR. RICHARD
MARO6  SR.RICHAR QT

MAR 21 IB)R. AI.EXANDSER
@ 4:30PM = o

S'Z?ol :4 RLEINER

Department of
Communication Studies & Philosophy

| College of H ities & Social Sci

‘ . UtahStateUniversity



http://usuphilosophy.com

